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PARTIAL_RECORD

of

THINGS BEGUN

and

AccoMPLISHED

1. New policy formulated by the President and
adopted by the Trustees to make Rollins an ideal
Christian College of Liberal Arts by (a) restricting student body to 400 men and 300 women; (b)
calling only those Professors who have the genuine gift of teaching and the nobility of character
to inspire youth; (c) making the most beautiful
campus that Mediterranean architecture and
landscape gardening can devise; and (cl) maintaining the highest standards of life and work.

2. Subscriptions by citizens of Orange County,
Florida, and Alumni of Rollins of $320,000 in
cash toward the current expenses of the College.
3. Donation of lots by the Real Estate Developments of Orange, Seminole, L ake, Osceola,
Brevard, Volusia, Polk, Highlands, Hillsborough
and Pinellas Counties, whose selling prices total
$250,000.
4. First step in the new building program provided for in the form of a gift of $100,000 by Mrs.
Homer Gage and Mrs. George E. \Varren for the
erection and endowment of a Chapel in memory
of their father, the late F . E. Knowles, on the enlarged and beautiful campus contemplated in the
new plans for the College.
5. Gift of $25,000 by Judge Elbert H. Gary,
President of the United States Steel Corporation,
as a loan fund to help worthy and needy boys and
girls to get an education at Rollin s.
6. Reorganization of the Alumni Association
with J. K. Dorn, new alumni trustee, and A. J.
Hanna, alumni secretary, together with donation
by the Alumni of a record gift of nea rly $50,000.
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7. Appointment of Messrs. Kiehnel & Elliott,
architects of the Rolyat Hotel, St. Petersburg,
Florida, as the Supervising Architects of the new
Rollins plant.
8. The calling of George E . Carrothers, Ph.D.
(Columbia), as Dean of the College, and the following new professors:
Frederick S. Andrews, B.S. (Columbia), Director of Conservatory of Music; Thomas Pearce
Bailey, Ph.D. (South Carolina), Professor of
Ethology; Charles Atwood Campbell, B.S., B.D.,
D.D. (Denver), Instructor .in Entomology, and
Associate Professor of Bible; Baron Paul d'Estournelles de Constant (Sorbonne), Professor of
French; Rev. W. Leon Dawson, A.M., B.D.
(Oberlin), Instructor in Ornithology; Frederick
R. Georgia, Ph.D. (Cornell), Professor of Chemistry; Edwin 0. Grover, Litt.B. (Dartmouth),
Professor of Books; Leland H. Jenks, Ph.D. (Columbia), Professor of History; Emilie W. McVea,
Litt.D., LL.D. (North Carolina), former President of Sweetbrier College, Virginia, special work
in English Literature; Rev. James B. Thomas,
Ph.D. (Halle), Professor of Bible; Joseph S.
Bueno, M.A. (Iowa), Professor of Spanish;
James M. Glass, A.M. (Hamilton), Professor of
Secondary Education; Willard Wattles, A.M.
(Kansas), Professor of Literature and Journalism; Jessie Rittenhouse, noted Author and Critic,
Lecturer and Consultant in the Art of Poetry
Writing; Clinton Scollard, A.B. (Hamilton),
Poet, Lecturer and Consultant in the Art of Poetry
Writing; Cale Young Rice, A.M. (Harvard),
LL.D., Author, Lecturer and Consultant in the
Art of Poetry Writing; Alice Hegan Rice, author
of "Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch" and other
stories, Lecturer and Consultant in Fiction Writing; Irving Bacheller, B.S., M.S., Litt.D., L.H.D.
(St. Lawrence), Author-Lecturer and Consultant
in Fiction Writing; Lucille Jackson (New York
University), Physical Education; Serge Borow-
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sky, Russian Baritone (Moscow Grand Opera,
Italian Grand Opera), Master Classes in Singing;
Grey Perry, Pianist, Pupil of Leginska, Paris and
New York, Master Classes in Piano; Frank
French, A.N.A., Portrait and Lanscape Painter,
Consultant in Art; Edmund A. Moore, B.A.,
M.A. (University of Minnesota), American History; Cecil Lavell, Ph.D. (Columbia), Education;
Samuel H. Hill, B.A. (University of Illinois),
Physical Director and Coach.
9. The reorganization of the Business Administration of the College and the appointment of a
full time Business Manager and Treasurer.
10. Establishment of a permanent organization within the College Administration for the
raising of funds with which to make Rollins one
of the best small colleges in the country. Successful campaigns have been conducted to date
in Orange, Lake and Brevard Counties. A department for the diffusing of information about
the Rollins plans, with Carl Hunt in charge, has
been created to supplement the general movement.
11. Increase in total salaries of the teaching
force by 124.5% during the two years of President Holt's administration.
12. During the summer of 1926, over $50,000
spent in reconditioning the grounds and buildings.
The campus lake shore has been converted into a
smooth sandy beach to the discomfiture of various
and sundry alligators and snakes. The Lyman
indoor gymnasium has been divided up into class
rooms, and an open-air gymnasium-pavilion
erected on the lake front. Another large sum
was spent on the imperatively needed library,
classroom and laboratory equipment.
13. Establishment of the first Professorship of
Books in the United States, as suggested fifty
years ago in one of Ralph Waldo Emerson's
essays.
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14. Establishment of the first Professorship in
Ethology (applied Ethics and Psychology) i'n the
United States.
15. Abolition of the lecture and recitation system prevailing now in colleges, and substitution
of the so-called "Two-Hour Conference Plan"
whereby the professor and student come into the
closest possible contact, and the professor becomes
not a lecturer or quizzer but rather a student's "guide, philosopher and friend." Thus the
maximum of the professor's personality is impacted upon the student when the latter most
needs it and not after he has prepared or failed
to prepare his assignment. This plan is unique in
American higher education and has necessitated
the addition to the teaching staff of a number of
instructors beyond those enumerated in paragraph 8.
16. Abolition of cuts so as to bring the practice of the classroom up to the level of the football field.
17. Abolition of all cuts, all compulsory attendance at classes, chapel and so forth. The
students are thus put on a par with an employee
in an office,-that is, they are excused if there
is any cause for excuse. But if there is none they
will be dropped from the class, or even the college,
just as an employee in the business world will be
discharged for unfaithfulness in work, inveterate
tardiness or unexplained absence.
18. Provision made for at least one informing
and inspirational address weekly by a member of
the faculty or by some outside visiting celebrity.
So far, lectures have been delivered by President
Holt, Irving Bacheller, Newell Dwight Hillis, Arthur Guiterman, Laurence F. Abbott, Corra Harris, Princess Cantacuzene, Ruth Bryan Owen,
Melvil Dewey, Edwin E. Slosson, Charles F.
Thwing, Lincoln Hulley, James J. Walsh, August
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Hecksher, Stephen P. Duggan, Richmond Pearson Hobson, Henry Turner Bailey, Harry Irvine,
Hamlin Garland, Cale Young Rice and Alice
Hegan Rice.
19. The College has attempted to serve nearby
communities and the State at large by loaning its
professors and experts for addresses and general
community services to schools, churches and civic
associations.

20. Students taken into partnership in college
government through organization of a joint Faculty-Student Council (in which the students predominate), which has jurisdiction in cases of discipline.
21. Students have shown their appreciation of
this partnership by helping to provide funds for
extra act1v1t1es. For example, the sum of $500
was set aside from funds of the Student Association for the purchase of instruments for use by
the College Band.
Fifteen different sums of
money were voted by the Student Association for
as many different but necessary campus activities.

22. The democratization of student life by
policies that will eventually enlarge the fraternity
and sorority system so that no students will be
left out. So far one new fraternity and one new
sorority have been started.
23. Abolishment of the "ringer" system in
athletics and substitution therefor of the ideal
that Rollins should "play the game" cleanly, even
though she loses.
24. Donation by Cornell University of two
eight-oar shells for the encouragement of rowing
at Rollins.
25. Establishment under the control of Rollins
College of WDBO as one of the best equipped
radio stations in the South and the only one in
Central Florida.
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26. Founding by students, sponsored by the
English Department, of "The Flamingo," a literary magazme.
27. Designation by the Southern Society of
New York of Rollins College as one of a limited
number of colleges to confer the Algernon Sidney
Sullivan Medallion for nobility of character. Irving Bacheller was the first recipient.
28. Donation of twenty-five year endowment
policies for $5,000 and $6,000 by Classes of 1926
and 1927 respectively.
29. Donation of a practice organ to the Conservatory of Music as a memorial to the late Loring A. Chase by the Webster family of Boston.
30. Raising of approximately $25,000 by Phi
Alpha Fraternity for their new chapter house.
31. Formation of the Winter Park Symphony
Orchestra by Frederick S. Andrews, Director of
the Conservatory of Music, which gave two concerts of the highest character and with results of
state-wide interest.
32. Establishment of a new system of entrance
examinations whereby entering students may be
selected on the basis of general preparation and
moral fitness rather than mere information retained in the memory for a few days after crammmg.
33. Donation of $1,440 by thirteen contributors for the purchase of an automobile for
the use of the college officials in travelling about
the State.
34. Allocation by the Carnegie Corporation
of a set of arts teaching equipment, valued at
$5,000, for the Rollins Art Department.
35. Finally and above all, the quickening of
interest in higher education among the people of
Florida, and focusing national attention on the
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proposed reorganizatibn of the Rollins teaching
plan, as evidenced, among other things, · by the
unparalleled newspaper and magazine space given
Rollins throughout the state and nation.
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